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Army Reserve takes employers into field

By KIERAN CAMPBELL

Lieran.campbell @capnews.com. au

ATE Ames
usually
stands behind
a lectern.
When she’s not lectur-
ing at CQUniversity, the
Rockhampton woman
is standing in camou-
flage behind a gun.
Major Kate Ames is a
member of the Aus-
tralian Army Reserves
and recently returned
from a four-month
training activity in
Malaysia.
Her trip was part of
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Bosses get first-hand
look at staff in action

Operation Bosslift,
where employers travel
with their reserve
employees to see them
in action.

“It is amazing to see
an army reservist in a
lotally different envi-
ronment doing totally
different skills,” Kate
said.

Someone cooking full
time at a pizza fran-
chise might be an in-
fantry soldier with the
reserve, she said.

“The level of respon-
sibility in the army
reserve is greater than
their civilian life.”

Kate said she had
been part of the army
reserves for about 12
years.

They have done four
trips each year since
2002 to different areas
including Malaysia and
the Solomon Islands,
she said.

Skills learned, such
as teamwork and time
management, were
casy to incorporate into
her workplace.

“We wenl inlo a

jungle training area in

Malaysia doing survival
training ... employers
were impressed with
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that, their cyes were
very much opened.
“They were im-
pressed with the atti-
tude (because) it’s very
easy in that kind of

situation to get grumpy

and cranky.”

Former Rock-
hampton businesswo-
man Margarel Goody
has also been involved
in the overseas oper-
ation.

Part of the Defence
Reserve Support Coun-
cil Queensland, Ms
Goody said Operation
Bosslift was nol only
about managing and

firepower.

“It’s also around
teamwork and lea-
dership, self confi-
dence ... they do a lot of
training around those
aspects,” she said.

Ms Goody said there
was a lot of depth and
complexity to what the
reservists learned.

“If an employer of a
reservist gets the op-
portunity to go, take it
because il’s only about
a week out of your
working life but what
you will learn about
what happens is pretly
mind-blowing.”
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FIRE POWER: Former Rockhampton businesswoman Margaret Goody takes part in Operation Bosslift in
Malaysia.

ON TASK: CQUniversity lecturer Major Kate Ames
training with the army reserves in Malaysia and
(insert) with Brigadier Peter Jeffrey, Brigade
Commander of the 11th Brigade.
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