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Mechanical know-how: Fle Dan Taylor and Pte Luke Gibbons, apprentices under the PATRIOT program, get some
advice fram WO2 Jim Grndrod — na doubst correct dress was an issue that came up in discussion,

By Flg-Off Julia Ravell

THE Army Reserve and Mack
lrucks Australia bave joined forc-
€5 In an innowvative taining pro-
gram {or apprentice mechanics,

(e PATRIOT program (Parmer
Amy To Recruir Individuals Ower
Fimiy i 7 Be recrditing imtin-
tive that will supply Reserve units
in Clueensiand with op 1o 15 jointly
trmined apprentice mechanics in
2005-02

Mack's Brishane Workshop
Manager, Alan Wilkins, said the
program, in which six aspiring
mechanics were already developing
skifls, wis discisssed enthusiastical-
lv o1 the company’s recent national
conlerence and that an Ausiral -
wide roll-out was expected next
yEar.

The four-vear dual apprentice-
ship program offers apprentices an
oppartunily o develop and diver-
sifv their heavy commercial skills
by alternating between Mack's
Brishane dealership and FCS5R.

In addition to working on tracks,
the apprentiges will hone ther
skills for hall the year on ARLAVS,
Latd Bovers and Unimogs.

“This imitiative offers young
mechanics the chance o diversify
their skills amnd paim expericnce
in tweo very valuable work areas:
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[mtrenducing the program allows uy
- help build on the ssue of skills
shortage and support the mdosery
that ultimately supports us” Mr
Wilkins gl

“After thie gloss of getting an
apprenticeship wears off, work
becomes mundane.

“The Army work provides vart-
ety that keeps them interested and
encourages them to keep it with
[T Spars.”

Deputy Commuander 7 Bde Col
Chris Hamilton said the program
hael ‘the potential o meet lechnical
tradde shorages in the ADF

"The Mack project will defiv-
er between five and 12 qualified
heayy vehicle mechanics o year
inte 7 Bde. A nationol roll-ont wihll
sec egquivalent numbers delivered
o Army Reserve [ormalions of
logastics units o each state,” Col
Hamhton said,

“"Enpgagement with other
Defence industries and expan-
sien of the scheme has sionificant
potential e meet both full-time and
purt-time critical trade deficiencies
geross the three Serviees)”

He said tramnees remained
employees of Madk Trucks
Australia during their four-vear
indenture period and the tenure was
conditionsl on them alse remaining
an effective Alles member,




